QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY SENATOR INOUYE
DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

Marijuana^ Eradication
QUESTION:

According to 1983 DBA eradication statistics, the State of Hawaii
ranked second in the nation In terms of marijuana plants eradicated
(579,082) and first In terms of marijuana plots sighted (62,652).
The value of Hawaii's domestic marijuana crop has been said to
exceed $3 billion.

Pursuant to this committee's request, the DEA has reported on its
cooperative activities in Hawaii and I was moat pleased to note the
extent of auch efforts.   However, there can be no question that
despite current efforts there remains marijuana cultivation In Hawaii
on a scale virtually unmatched in the united States,

By what means, if any, does the EGA plan to increase the degree or
effectiveness of its participation in marijuana eradication activities
in Hawaii?

ANSWER;

The 1981 DEA eradication statistics again showed Hawaii ranked second
in terms of cultivated marijuana plants eradicated'(447,778) and first
in terms of marijuana plots sighted (7,371).   The 1984 DEA funding
support to the eradication effort in Hawaii was approximately $186,600.

QUESTION!

More specifically, there appears to be a consensus among those involv-
ed that the most significant single need in Hawaii is access to
helicopters to provide the local police with additional opportunities
for aerial surveillance.   The Administration's 1981! National Strategy
for the Pr-eyention of Drug Abug^and^ Drug Trafficking notes that the
"LEA coordihates" the11 Natiom]TMa^yuana"E^radTcation and Suppression
Program which promotes infonmtlon sharing and provides training,
equipment, investigative and aircraft support to state and local
enforcement officers."

To what extent has the DEA provided such support to local law
enforcement in Hawaii particularly with respect to aircraft support?
And what plana, if any, does the Agency have to enhance the provision
of such support?

ANSWER!

DEA has recognized the significance of Hawaii as a major marijuana
cultivation area.   Based on 1985, the funding level for Hawaii has
been Increased to $260,000 - a 42J( increase over 1984, of which a
substantial amount Is for aircraft lease.   'Hie National Guard and
Police Departments provide additional aircraft support. types of sports offered to school age youth.
